
SOUTH AFRICA
   D E V E L O P M E N T  F U N D

 FY 2013 Grants  

HIV/AIDS & TB PREVENTION ADVOCACY
SADF funds HIV and TB prevention advocacy and the 
monitoring of government health delivery services. 

Artist Proof Studio, Johannesburg, South Africa
$15,000 
Artist Proof Studio (APS) is a community-based printmaking 
center that provides a creative space for artists and skills for 
urban and rural students who strive to be agents of change 
of South Africa’s most pressing social issues. In 2013, APS’s 
advocacy unit carried out a visual arts campaign to promote 
reproductive health and HIV prevention. www.aps.co.za 

Section 27, Johannesburg, South Africa
$100,000
Section 27 is a public interest law centre that uses and 
develops the law to advance human rights. Section 27 showed 
effective leadership in the National AIDS Council and in 
drafting of the country’s National Strategic Plan on HIV, STIs 
and TB (NSP). SADF’s grant supported the monitoring of the 
government’s health delivery in accordance with the NSP, and 
publishing the quarterly NSP Review. www.nspreview.co.za; 
www.section27.co.za

Treatment Action Campaign, Cape Town, 
South Africa
$205,768 
The Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) gained an international 
reputation by campaigning against the high prices of drug 
companies and challenging the AIDS denialism of former 
president, Thabo Mbeki. After many successes including over 
two million South Africans now on treatment, TAC continues 
to play a national role in policy development, monitoring 
of government health services, educating communities and 
advocating for people with HIV/AIDS and TB. Grants to TAC 
support capacity building and the NSP Review providing 
independent monitoring of the NSP’s implementation.  
www.nspreview.org.za;  www.tac.org.za 

CIVIL SOCIETY & HUMAN RIGHTS
SADF’s grants recognize that civil society in South Africa has 
a long and impressive history in advocating for equality and 
social justice. 

Abahlali baseMjondolo, Durban, South Africa
$23,913 
Policies that address the lives of poor South Africans will 
occur only when poor people have a strong, organized voice 
in society. Nowhere is this philosophy more evident than in 
Abahlali baseMjondolo, the largest social movement in the 
country. This internationally-known coalition of shack dwellers 
in the Durban area vigorously campaigns for rights to land, 
public services and freedom from illegal forced evictions. 
The award winning documentary Dear Mandela highlights 
Abahlali’s great work against all odds.  
www.abahlali.org;  www.dearmandela.com

Equal Education, Cape Town, South Africa
$20,000
Equal Education has become a significant social movement 
that engages learners, educators and social activists to 
addresses some of the major issues in public education - 
specifically conditions that contribute to poor pass rates and 
low levels of literacy in township schools. SADF’s grant was in 
support of the organization’s campaigns to standardize school 
infrastructures and establish libraries in all schools.  
www.equaleducation.org.za

Ground Up, Cape Town, South Africa
$10,000
Ground Up started in April 2012 as a community journalist 
project working with South African social justice activists 
being trained as journalists. Ground Up has grown to become 
a media organization staffed by working class journalists 
dedicated to reporting stories from South Africa’s townships 
on education, health, housing, sanitation, women’s rights and 
immigrants’ rights.  www.groundup.org.za
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Mapusha Weaving Cooperative, Acornhoek, South Africa 
$48,100
Mapusha Weavers is a nonprofit enterprise of women weavers 
and spinners who demonstrate their mastery of weaving with 
carpets and tapestries of hand-spun and hand-dyed Karakul 
wool. The cooperative sells the beautiful textiles to support 
their families. The group also works to help their neighbors 
who are unemployed or suffering with poverty through 
economic empowerment, education, and nutrition projects. 
www.mapusha.org

NdifunaUkwazi, Cape Town, South Africa
$5,000 
NdifunaUkwazi (Dare to Know) educates and mentors 
future leaders from its partner organizations to foster active 
citizenship in South Africa. NU’s fellowship program focuses 
on the intersection of socioeconomic, constitutional and 
international human rights. The organization aims to provide 
legal and research support for social justice organizations. 
www.nu.org.za

Rape Crisis, Cape Town, South Africa
$5,000
Rape Crisis creates a bridge between rape survivors, the system 
and the community. The team works through coordinated 
action between counseling, crisis containment and court 
support directly to survivors. Rape Crisis has grown to support 
training and awareness programs to civil society organizations, 
government partners and community groups; and advocating 
for law reform with partners in the sector. 
www.rapecrisis.org.za

Social Justice Coalition, Cape Town, South Africa
$18,383
This grassroots movement campaigns for safety and dignity in 
some of South Africa’s most underdeveloped and dangerous 
townships. Nineteen years after democracy, the lack of proper 
sanitation remains a major concern in these communities. 
Hundreds of people often share one toilet, and raw sewage 
is a major public health issue. Using a toilet can be the most 
dangerous activity for people living in informal settlements. 
Residents are raped, robbed and murdered while trying to 
relieve themselves. With sustained pressure on the government 
by SJC, there have been significant improvements to broken 
toilets and sewage overflows. SJC has successfully campaigned 
for a formal inquiry into Khayelitsha policing. www.sjc.org.za

South Africa Mine Workers Rights Project 
Cape Town, South Africa 
$10,000
This first time grantee is a research and policy advocacy 
project which works to catalyze reform of the guiding policy 
and processes governing workers’ compensation provisions 
related to occupational lung disease and infectious diseases 
for miners and ex-miners. Research is used to influence law 
makers, the public, and the media to develop a legal campaign 
and case as well as any other mechanism for policy and 
legislative reform. 

Soweto Electricity Crisis Committee, Soweto, South Africa
$20,000 
Soweto Electricity Crisis Committee (SECC) has its historic 
roots in challenging unfair rates of electrical service in Soweto. 
The organization has since expanded its mission to focus 
on the failure of the government to provide housing, roads, 
electricity, water, health and other basic infrastructure in poor 
and working class areas. SECC maintains an advice center in 
Soweto that helps residents with evictions and foreclosures.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
The focus of SADF’s environmental justice grant making is to 
protect poor communities from the serious impact of industrial 
air and water pollution. 

groundWork, PIETERMARITZBURG, SOUTH AFRICA
$122,432 
groundWork is South Africa’s largest and most respected 
environmental justice watchdog and advocacy group. The 
organization connects environmental conditions to health, 
poverty and human rights and effectively links research and 
advocacy to policy goals. SADF’s grant covered groundWorks’s 
role in organizing an international coalition to address 
climate change, energy access and funding of fossil fuels by 
international banks.  www.groundwork.org.za
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Grants program
97.2%

Administrative & Fundraising 
2.8%

EXPENDITURES
Total Grants $603,596
SADF is dedicated to ensuring the majority of donations are 
directly addressing the challenges our grantees are facing.


