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The South Africa Development Fund (SADF) is a U.S. tax-exempt public charity.  Established in 1985 by political 
exiles, SADF provides grants to community-based organizations committed to non-sexist, non-racial, democratic prac-
tices and which address human rights through health, education, economic development, environmental justice and 
democracy-building. SADF seeks to use philanthropy to promote grassroots activism aimed at providing services and 
resources to communities disadvantaged by decades of apartheid policies.

CIVIL SOCIETY & HUMAN RIGHTS

SADF’s grants recognize that civil society in South Africa has a long and impressive 
history in advocating for equality and social justice. 

Abahlali baseMjondolo, Durban, South Africa $1,870

Policies that address the lives of poor South Africans will occur only when poor 
people have a strong, organized voice in society. Nowhere is this philosophy more 
evident than in Abahlali baseMjondolo, the largest social movement in the country. 
This coalition of shack dwellers in the Durban area vigorously campaigns for rights to 
land, public services and freedom from illegal evictions. 

Artist Proof Studio, Johannesburg, South Africa $1,760

Artist Proof Studio (APS) is a community-based printmaking center that provides a cre-
ative space for artists and skills for urban and rural students who strive to be agents 
of change of South Africa’s most pressing social issues. 

Children of South Africa, (CHOSA) Cape Town,  
South Africa $13,500  

CHOSA partners with community-based preschool initiatives to strengthen community 
care and education options for children in some of Cape Town’s poorest communities.

Dennis Hurley Centre Trust, Durban, South 
Africa $8,000

The Centre runs a training and job-link program for the homeless and unemployed; provides services for refugees; and 
runs a clinic for the most disadvantaged, especially those living with HIV. 

Equal Education, Cape Town, South Africa $26,099  

Equal Education has become a significant social movement that engages learners, educators and social activists to 
address some of the major issues in public education - specifically conditions that contribute to poor pass rates and 
low levels of literacy in township schools. The organization campaigns to standardize school infrastructures and 
establish libraries in all schools.

Equal Education Law Center Trust, Cape Town, South Africa $60,000  

Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) engages in public interest litigation and advocacy relating to education in South 
Africa. It was established to support progressive community-based action to improve South Africa’s education system 
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which remains characterized by poor quality 
and widespread inequality.

Ground Up, Cape Town, 
South Africa $18,325

Ground Up is a community journalism project 
working to train social justice activists as 
journalists. Ground Up’s inception created a 
media organization staffed by working class 
journalists dedicated to reporting stories 
from South Africa’s townships on education, 
health, housing, sanitation, women’s rights 
and immigrants’ rights.  

Mapusha Weaving 
Cooperative, Acornhoek, 
South Africa $4,675

Mapusha Weavers is a nonprofit enterprise of women weavers and spinners who demonstrate their mastery of 
weaving with carpets and tapestries of hand-spun and hand-dyed Karakul wool. The cooperative sells the beautiful 
textiles to support their families. They also work to help their neighbors who are unemployed or suffering with poverty 
through economic empowerment, education, and nutrition.

Ntinga Ntaba kaNdoda, Keiskammahoek, South Africa $25,000

A community catalyst project to promote community self-determination in the Eastern Cape.  Ntingani Loocha is a 
holistic intervention that combines the development of rural youth as agents and leaders of grassroots activism and 
civic engagement.  The program works to mentor youth with the aim of achieving socio-economic change through 
local economic alternatives and the realization of constitutional rights. 

Social Justice Coalition, Cape Town, South Africa $7,530

This grassroots movement campaigns for safety and dignity in some of South Africa’s most underdeveloped and 
dangerous townships. Hundreds of people often share one toilet, and raw sewage is a major public health issue. 
Communities receive insufficient protection by police and lack access to justice through the courts. With sustained 
pressure on the government and the building of community power, SJC is helping ensure access to basic services is 
progressively realized, and government is held accountable. 

Soweto Electricity Crisis Committee, Soweto, South Africa $10,000

SECC has its historic roots in challenging unfair rates of electrical service in Soweto. The organization has since 
expanded its mission to focus on the failure of the government to provide housing, roads, electricity, water, health 
and other basic infrastructure in poor and working class areas. SECC maintains an advice center in Soweto that helps 
residents with evictions and foreclosures.

Street Stories Films, Cape Town, South Africa $5,000

Street Stories is a groundbreaking television series encouraging citizens to debate, discuss and express their views. 
Programs expose the lived realities and uncensored views and solutions of ordinary South Africans to break down 
barriers born out of the past and present circumstances. 

The Learning Trust, Cape Town, South Africa $20,000

The Learning Trust provides grants and capacity support to emerging organizations whose focus is to improve the 
educational experience of learners while strengthening local communities.
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Thembani International 
Guarantee Fund, Pretoria, South 
Africa $10,000

Thembani was founded to help establish the foun-
dations of South Africa’s new social and economic 
rights. Using funds invested in the U.S, Thembani 
provides loan guarantees to banks which in turn 
provide credit to previously disadvantaged commu-
nities. With availability of loans, individuals and 
organizations are addressing poverty, homelessness 
and unemployment. 

U.S. Africa Network (USAN), 
Washington D.C. $3,150

The US-Africa Network has come together in the 
belief that there is an urgent need to reinvigorate solidarity work between the US and Africa. The goals focus on the 
need to help activists both old and new to rethink, regroup, and claim a space for activism linking progressive move-
ments in Africa and the US.

HIV/AIDS & TB PREVENTION ADVOCACY

SADF funds HIV and TB prevention advocacy and the monitoring of government health delivery services. 

Anansi Health, Johannesburg, South Africa $4,162

Anansi carried out an analysis and review of the South Africa National Strategic Plan for HIV, TB and STI’s implemen-
tation with a focus on achievements, challenges and emerging issues. The findings will guide the remaining term of 
the NSP and future planning.

Health and Development Africa, Johannesburg, 
South Africa $50,000

Supported a regional consultation with UNAIDS and key populations to 
review evidence and policy toward developing and strengthening HIV and 
AIDS prevention, treatment and support programs in East and Southern 
Africa for the most at risk populations.

Treatment Action Campaign, Cape Town, South 
Africa $132,262

The Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) is the leading civil society force 
behind comprehensive health care services for people living with HIV and 
AIDS and TB in South Africa.  TAC has held government accountable for 
health care service delivery; campaigned against official AIDS denialism; 
challenged the world’s leading pharmaceutical companies to make treat-
ment more affordable and cultivated community leadership on HIV and 
AIDS. After many successes including 3 million South Africans now on 
treatment, TAC continues to play a national role in policy development, 
monitoring of government health services, educating communities and 
advocating for people with HIV/AIDS and TB.
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Section 27, Johannesburg, 
South Africa $50,000

Section 27 is a public interest law center that seeks 
to influence, develop and use the law to protect, 
promote and advance human rights. Section 27 
is representing Limpopo learners against the 
Department of Education for access to textbooks; 
representing 56 miners in a monumental class 
action lawsuit against 32 gold mining companies; 
and monitoring of the government’s health delivery 
in accordance with the National Strategic Plan on 
HIV, STIs and TB (NSP) through publishing the NSP 
Review www.nspreview.org.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

The focus of SADF’s environmental justice grant making is to support communities fighting for their rights against 
industrial air and water pollution. 

Communities Building Credible Organization, Durban, South Africa $4,000

Working with the Wentworth community of South Durban to advocate on issues of health, environment, crime, and 
employment.

groundWork, Pietermaritzburg, 
South Africa $40,400 

groundWork is South Africa’s largest and most respected 
environmental justice watchdog and advocacy group. 
The organization connects environmental conditions to 
health, poverty and human rights and effectively links 
research and advocacy to policy goals such as prevent-
ing fracking and holding the government and companies 
accountable for environmental injustice. 

Wentworth Development Forum, 
Durban, South Africa $3,000

Wentworth is an environmental justice organization 
which conducts lobbying, reporting and researching of 
industrial incidents and accidents in its community. Its 
work contributes to the struggle against environmental 
racism facing the people of Durban.

SADF is dedicated to ensuring the majority of 
donations are directly addressing the challenges our 
grantees are facing.  

Total Grants FY15: $497,990

96% Grants

4% Administration & Fundraising
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